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wGRAMMATICA

DA LINGV AL POR-

TVGVESA.
Y Dg‘.'ngx‘mda(}'rimtim ¢ as pdrterdells. ¢

s R AMMATIC A, E
Y/ d l wocabulo Griego : quer diver , cien-
|7

' _é? gk&hﬂnnhkj@umbaQﬁqmn
e '

quelbe os Grimaticos deriic bii mé-
do gerroc iwflode falir, o efere-

(1)

o principio onde estd

dedicada ao prin-

cipe ndsso

senhor.

GRAMMATICA

DA LINGVA POR-

TVGVESA.

Difingdm da Grimatica e as partes della.
GRAMMATICA, E

uocabulo Graego : quér dizer, gien-
gia de leteras. E segundo a difingam
que lhe os Gramaticos dérd : é hii mo-

GRAMMATICA

DA LINGVAPOR-
TVGVESA.

Difin@a<<m da Gra+matica

e as pa<<rtes della.

GRAMMATICA, E
uocabulo Graego : que<<r dizer, @ien-

@ia de leteras. E segundo
a difin@a<<m

que lhe os Gra+ma<<ticos de<<ra+ :

(®2)

P - plro]

Ex. (Pnom ¢ plrolnomes

P - plex]
Ex. ﬁ:lcimo: p Eﬂcmlc*ro

... falamos pler] este nuero(sic.)

(H4)

(23)

BA 1r-2

BA 2r-1 o prin-cipe nésso senhor.
BA 1lv-11 mos os pregeitos da ndssa
BA 2r-4 POR-TVGVESA. Difingéam da
BA 31v-24 os, aprendo cieng¢ia, ougo
BA 2r-5 matica e as pirtes della.
BA 2v-11 os. Os qudes pirtem a sua
BA 2v-19 am segilido conué a 6rdé da

" GRAMMATICA, E uocabulo Graego :

GRAM-MATICA da lingua Por-tuguesa.
GRAMMATICA DA LINGVA POR-TVGVESA.

Gram-matica, de cuio titolo intitu
Gramatica e as pértes della. GRAMM
grammdtica, e gd-ho honrra. Os que
qu
Grammatica em quir-to partes, & Or
Gramatica especulatiua, mas como r
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Addakhalli. y. O mesmo que addakhallu,impedimento.
Addakhallu. a, Estorvo.Addakhallu ghalita. Estorvar, impedir.
Addakhilly, i Ferrolho, Addakhilli ghalita. Aferrolhar.
Addakhillo. ea, Alvo. Addakhillo moghita. Dar no alvo.
Addala]o. y. e. Magro.
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Addakhilli. y. O mesmo que addikhillu, impedimento.
Addikhillu. 4. Estorvo. Addikhillu ghlita. Estorvar, impidir,
Addikhilly, i Ferrolho. Addikhilli ghiliti. Aferrolhar.,
Addikhilld. ed. Alvo. Addakhilly moghiti. Dar no alvo.
Addililo. y. &. Magro.
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1. Introduction

With the goal of achieving civilization and mod-
ernization, Japan has imported a great amount of text
from foreign countries, and has furthermore translated
and assimilated them. Needless to say, it was the Chi-
nese texts which were employed primarily as the means
for achieving civilization in Japan in ancient times, and
in the case of her modernization, it was the texts of the
West.

The influence of these texts and their transla-
tions have found their way into every corner of Japa-
nese politics, religion, culture and lifestyle, but it fur-
thermore had a significant impact upon the Japanese
language as well. That influence extended not only to
the level of vocabulary, but also extended into its char-
acters, writing system, style, grammar, as well as pho-
nology.

Moreover, what is worth noting is that we find



that the translation of Chinese texts in Japan of pre—
Modern times and the translation of European and
American texts since modern times did not occur inde-
pendently of each other, but that the former served as
the foundation upon which the latter was realized and
developed.

In this presentation, I wish to discuss, citing ac-
tual examples, the influence which the translations of
Chinese texts in ancient times and those of Western
texts in modern times have had on the.Japanese lan-
guage as seen from such (linguistic) aspects — with the
exception of phonology — as its vocabulary, letters,
writing system, writing styles, and grammar. And in the
process of doing so, I will be focusing my discussion
on the characteristics of the methods employed in car-
rying out these two categories of translations, and the
relationship between the former and latter.

2. Ancient Chinese Texts and Translation

2.1 A short history of the writing styles of classical
Japanese

In the ancient period (the6™—8% century), writ-
ten materials —such as classical writings, ordinances
and statutes, Buddhist writings, et cetera—were im-
ported from China in great numbers. At first, these
texts were probably most often read in Chinese. How-
ever, out of necessity, translation of these materials was
attempted.

It is thought that, as a method for translating this
Chinese, a type of word-for-word translation called kun-
doku (FNHE) was developed. Because it was the custom
during ancient times in Japan to relay or transmit the
results of this kundoku practice by word of mouth, and
then, its rote memorization, no clear evidence of these
kundoku methods exists for us at this time. With the
advent of this kundoku method, set Japanese readings
were given to Chinese characters. This is called the kun
(#1) reading of a Chinese character.

As for the reading and writing of Chinese, al-
though it is thought that at the beginning of this age it
was the province of immigrants from the peninsula or
the continent, gradually it became that Chinese charac-
ters were used by a wide range of aristocrats, bureau-
crats, and functionaries. And then, they attempted to de-
vise a way of expressing their own language on the ba-

sis of the method of translation.

Various attempts were made to express Japanese
using Chinese characters. One such method was to use
a Chinese character, which was originally an ideogram,
as a phonogram, and this led to the development of
manydgana (JT¥AR4) . At first the use of manyogana
was limited to the representation of proper nouns such
as personal and place names, but gradually its use
spread to common nouns and, later, whole compositions
were written in manydgana.

Further, hentai-kanbun (altered Chinese writing,
FAEBIL) or waka-kanbun (Japanized Chinese writing,
FLHEL) also became used. In hentai-kanbun Chinese
word order was reversed to fit Japanese grammar pat-
terns and honorific affixes nonexistent in Chinese were
added. Plus, there was born a mode of writing called
senmyé-gaki (E4$¥) , in which content words such as
nouns and verbs expressed in large Chinese characters
and particles, suffixes, et cetera expressed in small
manyd-gana were mixed in writing.

In Heian period (the classical period), around the
9% century, hiragana was developed. Hiragana was a
cursive form of manydgana. Two, three or more char-
acters could be written without lifting the brush from
the paper. It can be seen as a method of writing born
out of the desire on the part of the literate classes (the
bureaucrats and aristocrats) to be able to write the many
manyogana with greater speed when composing every-
day or non-formal texts.

Hiragana was originally employed for letters
and everyday writings. In the classical period, it was
presumed that women did not need to learn Chinese, so
they wrote almost all texts in hiragana. Also, when
men wrote women letters they employed hiragana.
Moreover, traditional Japanese poetry was written in
hiragana.

Hiragana was suited for the writing of everyday
language, so it was used in the writing of narratives,
diaries, and essays that depicted the lives of the aristo-
crats. Among these types of writings are the world-
famous Pillow Book and The Tale of Genji. This style
of writing the everyday Japanese language using mainly
hiragana is called wabun (Japanese style writing).

In the classical period (the9h— 12t century),
there were devised a group of symbols and characters
that could record the results of the word-for-word trans-
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lating method (kun-doku). These symbols and characters
are called kunten. Katakana, as one part of these kun-
ten, came into being and became fully developed in the
classical period. '

A katakana character was created by selecting
one part of a manyogana. Hiragana, because they were
created to increase the speed of writing, have a rounded
shape. On the other hand, katakana have an angular
form because they were made to be written in the nar-
row spaces between lines of Chinese writing in such a
way as to be in harmony with the original Chinese
writing.

" Katakana was born as a specialized symbol that
was to be added to the foreign language of Chinese
writing. We can say that the modern usage of katakana
to record specialized words such as loan words and mi-
metic words is highly related to the script’s origins.

The text which results from the Japanese reading
(kundoku) of a Chinese text is called kanbun kundoku
bun. This kanbun kundoku bun stands in opposition to
wabun, and they have very different vocabulary, word
usage, and structures.

In elite circles — such as the fields of politics,
scholarship, religion, et cetera — Chinese writing (or
kanbun kundoku bun) played a central role until the
modern age. Japanized Chinese and katakana majiri
bun, were also passed down to later ages.

In the medieval period (thel3®— 16" century),
these kanbun kundoku bun and wabun became mixed.
This gave birth to a writing style known as wakan
konkobun (mixed Chinese—Japanese style). This has
also been passed down to much later ages.

2.2 Kundoku method of translation of Chinese texts

At this point, I would like to touch briefly upon
a method known as kanbun kundoku (BE3CH%t), which
was developed in the Heian Period. This method of
translation involved such processes as kuto. (R
‘punctuations’), hendoku GE#E ‘reverse readings’), and
(481 ‘supplementary attachments of Japanese read-
ings’).

Basically, no punctuation is supplied in the
original kanbun (#£3() =Chinese version of the text.
This version of the text is generally referred to as
hakubun (E30), literally ‘white text’. In order to be
able to decipher and interpret this ‘white text’, it is nec-
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essary to recognize where the breaks occur between
words and sentences, and to make the structure of the
sentences and texts clear to its reader. Furthermore, be-
cause the Chinese and Japanese languages differ in
terms of their basic word order, one must, for example,
invert the ordering of the verb and direct object in these
two languages. The symbols that were employed to in-
dicate that such processes were applied in the reading
of a Chinese text are known as kutg-ten (‘punctuation
marks’) and kaeri-ten (‘reverse-reading marks’).

Together with the application of the processes
just mentioned, an equivalent Japanese translation was
assigned to each lexical item in the Chinese text; this
process was broadly termed fukun ({$§l ‘the attachment
of Japanese reading’). In such instances, the Japanese
language equivalent that was assigned may have been
the kun, semantic reading of the term, but in some
cases, to make the most of the original Chinese reading
of the term, it was assigned a kango (7858 ‘Sino — Japa-
nese’ reading). For example, to take the phrase syukke,
“HH3R,” giving it a reading in kun would result in “ife
wo idu,” but a Sino-Japanese reading of the same
would produce “ syukke (su)” (In the case of the latter,
it would require supplementation by the light verb su,
an equivalent to English “do”.)

Moreover, although kanbun kundoku is funda-
mentally a word-for-word method of translation, be-
cause Japanese has grammatical elements such as parti-
cles, verb-final conjugations, and certain auxiliary verbs
which either have no equivalent or do not conjugate in
the Chinese language, it is necessary to supplement
these as appropriate in the Japanese translations.

Devices such as wokoto-ten (‘diacritical marks’)
and katakana (‘simplified/partial kana’) were employed
to carry out the process offukun, attaching Japanese
readings. During the early Heian Period, / manyogana
(3584 ‘the phonetic use of Chinese characters’) was
utilized for the task of attaching these Japanese readings
within the text, but because manydgana are complex in
their form, it was difficult using them to write in the
narrow, existing spaces between the lines of Chinese
text and thus, this eventually led to the invention of
wokoto-ten, and its use gradually spread. wokoto-ten in-
volved practice of making various kinds of marks on or

. beside the Chinese characters, and depending on the

placement of this mark, it would indicate a certain syl-



lable or grammatical element. The use of wokoto-ten
greatly developed since the mid-Heian times, and vari-
ous systems of its application were invented and passed
down as different schools of its use.

While wokoto-ten developed on the one hand, it
was complemented on the other hand by the gradual
spread of a set of abbreviated forms of manydgana,
called katakana, which were derived by writing just a
fragment of the entire character, and its use came to
parallel that of wokoto-ten. In time, as the use of
katakana became commonplace, the use of 7 2 b 5,
which required the added technical skills of knowing
how to correctly interpret the specific marks as used in
their many existing systems, gradually declined and be-
came obsolete after the Kamakura Period.

Such textual markings as kuto-ten, kaeri-ten,
wokoto-ten, and katakana are collectively referred to as
kunten. The practice providing a piece of text with kun-
ten is known as katen (Hl/R), and a volume of such
kunten-supplemented text is, in turn, termed a katenbon
(BNAR&), or more simply , as tenbon (fZ). In par-
ticular, fenpon works dating between the Heian and
Kamakura periods are referred to as ko-tempon, or
‘older tenpon’.

The practice of supplying kunten marks to a text
—in other words, katen—was at times carried out by
the (original) interpreter of the text himself, but more
commonly, they were written in by the disciple who
was either listening to and noting down his master giv-
ing the kun reading of the text out loud, or the disciple
who had borrowed his master’s tenpon and was recopy-
ing the marks in them onto his own copy. There were
also occasions where the kunten marks of a text were
collated based on a number of other tenpon. Oftentimes
the name of the person, along with the date, pface,
method and situation in which the kunem was supplied
was given at the end of document as its okugaki (JL8F)
or shikigo (#&% ‘a colophon/inscription’). For this rea-
son, the older tenpon are extremely valuable as a first
—rate written source whose date of compilation is clear.
The older tenpon works existing today which bear
kuten marks that can clearly be dated to the Heian Pe-
riod number in the several thousands. However, these
numbers serve to provide a sharp contrast to the fact
that there exists an exceedingly meager amount of
sources in wabun (13X ‘Japanese writing style’) that

are clearly datable to the Heian Period.
2.3 The influence of translation of Chinese texts
upon the Ancient — Medieval Japanese

At this point, let us take this opportunity to look
back upon the ways in which Chinese language transla-
tions have had their influence on the Japanese language.

First of all, there is a noteworthy contribution
which these translations have made upon the letters and
writing system of the Japanese language. Most impor-
tant is the fact that, until Chinese characters GE3¢) were
imported, the Japanese did not possess a writing system,
and the introduction of Chinese characters and texts
was inarguably a driving force that propelled Japan to-
ward civilization.

Moreover, another important contribution is that,
based on these Chinese characters, two sets of scripts
unique to the Japanese language, called hiragana and
katakana, were invented during the Heian Period,
However, the use of hiragana was restricted to writings
of a personal or private nature and consequently be-
came separated from the world of kanbun (3L Chinese
style writings), whereas because katakana served as a
supplementary script to kanbun kundoku (EE3CF3%),
‘Japanese reading of Chinese texts’, it continued to co-
exist with kanbun, Chinese style writings,

Next, in terms of vocabulary, texts in kanbun
kundoku have contributed in bringing kango, ‘Sino—
Japanese words’ into the Japanese language. However,
in the beginning, since the style of the language found
in kanbun kundoku texts was a written one quite cut off
from the everyday lifestyle, the influence of kango on
the Japanese spoken language was not too remarkable.
However, kango gradually trickled their way into the
Japanese language in a broad sense, and furthermore, as
Japan enters the modern ages, they display an explosive
increase. I will be returning to this point for further dis-
cussion again at a later point.

Next, I would like to take a look at the stylistic
influences which kanbun kundoku texts have had upon
the Japanese language. In terms of documents dating to
the Heian Period, those coming from the realm of Chi-
nese writings, such as kanbun, kanbun kundoku-bun,
waka-kanbun, stood in opposition to the realm of
wabun (F13L), ‘Japanese style writings’. Wabun was
founded on the everyday spoken language of the nobil-
ity, and thus, was outstanding for giving vividly de-
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tailed descriptions and expressing the fluctuations in
emotions, but was not very well suited for conveying
thoughts of a logical nature. This was particularly so
because in wabun, there was a tendency to construct
sentences by stringing a number of subordinate clauses
together, one after another; therefore, sentences tended
to be extremely long.

In contrast to this, kanbun together with kanbun
kundoku was sparse in modal features, and was thus
not well-suited for the delicate expressions of emotions,
but was appropriate for sequencing together compara-
tively short and concise sentences to construct an idea
in a logical fashion. By having kanbun made available
to them, we might even say that the Japanese gained
access to a means for developing their logical thoughts
in their own language.

After medieval times, “pure” wabun actually
falls completely out of use. The wabun legacy gets ab-
sorbed into and lives on in the form of what is known
as waken konké-bun (F1#ERIB L), - a style that retained
the structural framework of kanbun kundoku-bun, but is
enhanced by the (additional) emotional features of
wabun. On the other hand, within the realm of politics,
religion, and scholarship, since medieval and up until
modern times, the kanbun kundoku style and its vari-
ations continue to bear a central role, just as it had
done so in the past.

The next point I would like to make has to do
with the influences of kanbun from a grammatical as-
pect: In terms of their basic morphology, neither wabun
nor kanbun kundoku-bun differed significantly from
each other during the Heian Period. However, being
that kanbun kundoku-bun originally developed out of a
word-for-word translation of kanbun, it came to develop
some unique grammatical patterns that reflect the con-
structions of kanbun, and in doing so, it evolved into a
style of writing that came to stand in opposition to
wabun. Even with a roughly figured, we can count 50
or more of these unique grammatical constructions that
were brought about in this way by way of kanbun
kundoku-bun. These constructions comprise one portion
of the style, and is carried forth on to Modern times.
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3. The Reception and Development of Sino-
Japanese Words

At this time, I would like to discuss the accep-
tance and historical development of the kango (Sino-
Japanese words).

In the Manydshii, which is a document of the
ancient period, over 99% of the vocabulary are wago,

“namely, indigenous Japanese words. From this we can

surmise that in the everyday language of ancient Japan
there were exceptionally few Sino-Japanese words.

When we look at documents of the classical pe-
riod, we find that usage rate of Sino-Japanese words is
linked to gender and class. Women rarely used Sino-
Japanese Words, while men did often. This is due to the
fact that men had more opportunities to come into con-
tact with Chinese writings in their work life. Among
men, scholars who studied the Chinese classics and
Buddhist clerics who everyday read the Buddhist scrip-
tures and doctrinal works used much Sino-Japanese
words.

In medieval documents, as a whole the usage of
Sino-Japanese words goes up. This most probably has
to do with the penetration of Buddhism. There are
many examples of words changing from specialized
Buddhist terms to everyday vocabulary during this pe-
riod. Also, during this era, wasei kango (Japan-created
Chinese words)—in other words, Chinese words that
did not exist in China —were coined in great numbers.
This shows that Sino-Japanese words were not limited
to the level of adopted words, but reached the level of
being a2 morpheme intrinsic to the Japanese language.

In the pre-modern age the usage rate of Sino-
Japanese words continued to rise, but the explosive rise
in Sino-Japanese words only came with the modern pe-
riod. This was due to the fact that, when abstract con-
cepts, which came from the West, were incorporated
into Japanese, they did not do so as western loan words.
Rather, they were transformed into Sino-Japanese words
and integrated. For instance, the majority of Sino-
Japanese words employed now vernacularly —such as
gimu (obligation), kenri (right), sekinin (responsibility),
riyii (reason), kankei (relationship), kdzo (structure),
kaikaku (reform)-—were employed as translation words
in the Meiji period (1868-1912).



4. Modernization of Japanese and Translation

4.1 Tosei Shosei Katagi

In 1868, with the move of the capital to Edo and
the institution of direct rule by the emperor, the Meiji
period began. The goal was to build a new state by
means of modernization on every level (political, eco-
nomic, military, and cultural).

Just as translation of kanbun was an essential
part of ancient Japanese civilization, the translation of
western (European and American) texts was extremely
important for the modernization of Japan. Various gen-
res of texts — including political, social, economic, sci-
entific, historical, and literary genres — were translated
into Japanese. However, in contrast to ancient times, its
influence spread rapidly to all corners of Japan by
means of the newly created education system and mass
media.

The forerunners of translations were the shosei
(f%4), or the students of this period. What I have cited
in the handout is from a novel by Tsubouchi Shoy6,
published in1885-6, called Ichidoku santan tései shosei
katagi ( [—H=EEL 4K E] Temperament of Stu-
dents of Nowadays). This novel depicts the life and be-
havior of the shosei (students) during the second dec-
ade of the Meiji era (early 1880’s) in a somewhat cari-
caturized style.

As it is prominently described here, Tsubouchi
has his shosei use the many English in their original
form, untranslated. For instance, they use rabu for
“love,” dorankddo for “drunkard,” herupu for “help,”
ankonshasu for “unconscious,” bukku for “book,” uoc-
chi for “watch,” ydsufuru for “useful,” hisutori for
“history,” hisutorikaru essei for “historical essay,” etc.
Most of these words are hardly used in spoken Japa-
nese even today. These appear to be not so much loan
words, but rather English used as a form of “jargon” in
the Japanese. It is more likely an exaggerated depiction
of the strong elitist sense of the shosei, who feel they
are at the forefront of western culture.

As already mentioned earlier, in the Meiji era,
these imported words were not translated and used as
loan words, but rather, they were first translated into
kango (Sino-Japanese words). In iR H Tem-
perament of Students of Nowadays, these English words
are written in katakana, followed by the kango equiva-

lent in parentheses. Some examples include ai (3 love) ,
mukankaku (&3 unconscious), shoseki (85§ books),
rekishi (BE% history), and shiron (52 historical es-
says).

Among the kango of the Meiji era are those that
had been in use already, but there are also many which
were newly created, or given new meanings during this
period, and became part of everyday usage. Also,
kango are not limited to those which originated in
China. There are many which were created in Japan,
and came to be used in China as well.

4.2 Increase of Loan Word

When did the custom of using western words di-
rectly as loan words, rather than using kango to convey
the concept of the source words, begin, and when did
this practice become frequent?

It is thought that the derivation of loan words

‘began in the pre-modern period. However, in the pre-

modern period there was nothing more than an ex-
tremely low number of words that trickled into Japa-
nese from Dutch, Spanish, et cetera.

From the Meiji period on, loan words come into
the Japanese language from English, French, German,
Russian, etc. The source language in most cases was
determined by the field of specialty. For instance, art-
related terms and weight-and-measures were from
French, and medical terms and mountain-climbing terms
were from German. Of course, this is due to the fact
that there were tendencies to use certain languages for
certain specialties. However, from the very beginning,
English tended to be generally used for a variety of
specialties, and with time, English became the dominant
source for loan words over other languages.

The increase in loan words only came with the
20th century. The following chart is based on the re-
sults of the National Institute for the Study of Japanese
Language’s publication, Change in Magazine Language.
It shows samples of 10,000 words taken from the
magazine Chickoron at 10-year intervals. Notice the
remarkable growth in loan words after the end of the
Second World War.
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Appearance

1906 1916 1926 1936 1946 1956 1966 1976
J 5799 6049 6069 5773 5353 5751 5390 5484
(6 3260 3012 2906 3135 3448 3090 3409 3087
L 87 87 112 148 154 243 238 371
M 854 852 913 944 1054 916 963 1050
Variation
1906 1916 1926 1936 1946 1956 1966 1976
J 1595 1600 1709 1623 1319 1424 1335 1522
c 2189 2090 2047 2242 2246 2949 2341 2241
L 72 69 86 108 113 161 190 281
M 627 654 694 777 751 716 787 892
100%
80% - -
60% - oM
oL
BC
40% 1 aJ
20% -
0%
1906 1916 1926 1936 1946 1956 1966 1976

4.3 The development of passive construction and
translation
Translation of western words influenced the
Japanese language in several ways. For instance, it is
said that the use of tokoro no (for example, Jon ga kau
de aroo tokoro no hon ‘the book which John will buy’)
evolved from the relative pronoun construction. Also, a
inanimate-subject construction such as sono kakei ga
watashi o obiyakashita evolved from the translation of
the construction “The sight frightened me.”
(1) [Phrase] tokorono

relative construction:

[Noun]

pronoun
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eX.

Zyon-ga kau-dearou tokorono hon

John-NOM buy-will which book
‘the book which John will buy’

(2) inanimate-subject construction:

ex.

sono kokei-ga watasi-o obiyakasi-ta

that sight-NOM I-ACC frighten-PAST

‘The sight frightened me’

Before the emergence of these types of construc-
tions, there must exist a practice of word-for-word



translation. This practice, needless to say, comes from
the kanbun kundoku tradition. I will show this process
of the emergence of a new usage, which came about by
means of the kundoku translation method, using the ni-
yotte passive as an example.

The characteristic Japanese passive construction
that existed from ancient Japanese is as follows:

3) active construction:  AGENT-(ga) OBJECT- (o) VERB
passive construction: OBJECT-(ga) AGENT-ni VERB-
(r)are
Example:
a.  Mary-ga John-o sikat-ta
‘Mary scolded John’
b.  John-ga Mary-ni sikar-are-ta
‘John was scolded by Mary’
Cf. Kinsui (1997)

Here, the particle ni is used to show the agent of
the passive construction. This type of construction is re-
ferred to as the ni-passive, and it often conveys an ad-
versative effect on the subject, whereby the subject of
such a passive construction almost always must be hu-
man. (However, this generalization is simplified for our
purposes here. See Kinsui (1997) for a more detailed
explanation. )

On the other hand, the niyotte passive uses ni-
yotte instead of particle ni to indicate the agent. Be-
cause the niyotte passive is able to express a com-
pletely neutral relationship, there are no semantic con-
straints on the subject or verb. Therefore, the subject
can be an inanimate object.

“) a.  *hata-ga gakusei-ni kakager-are-ta

‘The flag was flown by a student.’
b.  hata-ga gakusei-niyotte kakager-are-ta

“The flag was flown by a student.’

However, the niyotte passive has a bookish tone,
and is not suited for spoken language. We can say the
same thing for the previously mentioned fokoro no and
the inanimate-subject constructions as well.

Kinsui (1997) shows that the source for this ni-
yotte passive sentence is the translation from the Dutch
during the Edo (pre-modern) period. I will cite the rele-
vant portions below, with some explanation.

For two hundred years after 1650, primarily on
religious grounds, Japan virtually closed its doors to the
outside world, except China and the Netherlands, with

which the Shogunate permitted a limited trade. Despite
the isolation policy, new scientific achievements and
technologies from European countries, including medi-
cine, were brought into Japan through Dutch publica-
tions, and they stirred great interest among the Japanese.
They were studied as a new academic field called Ran-
gaku (the Dutch studies), and as a matter of course, this
included the study of the Dutch language.

Rangaku at the early stage was limited to the
extent that interpreters mainly learned to converse in
daily life and commercial contact, but it gradually ex-
panded as the translation of academic writings became
an important task of the specialists.

However, grammatical studies expanded and a
translation method based on the notion of parts of
speech developed only in the nineteenth century.

At first a word-for-word translation method was
applied and onre read Dutch writings in the manner of
the kanbun style.

However, even when these were read in word-
for-word translation, because there was not yet a clear
sense of parts of speech or appropriate Japanese equiva-
lents, it was difficult to decipher the meanings. Thus, it
was necessary to take these word-for-word translations
and reformulate them into sentences (in traditional kan-
bun kundoku style) whose meaning made sense.

At the beginning, therefore, there was no room
for a novel sentence pattern like the niyotte-passive to
develop. In the 1850’ s, however, a textbook was pub-
lished that contains a faithful word-for-word translation
of the original for the first time —this reflected the so-
cial condition under which the Great Powers of the
West demanded that Japan opened its doors, which in-
creased the interest in the study of Dutch among the
Japanese. The book was a translation of the second edi-
tion of the Dutch grammar called Grammatica of
Nedelduitsche Spraakkunsts (1822, Leyden/Groningen).
This grammar was known as Garammachika, and it
was the most commonly used textbook of Dutch gram-
mar in those days. It is in this context that the niyotte-
passive sentence made its first appearance. In the fol-
lowing I would like to consider how this happened.

A Dutch passive sentence has the structure:

) Passive structure in Datch:
NP 1 zijn/worden PP (door NP2)
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Zijn/worden are auxiliary verbs used to form a
passive sentence, PP indicates the past particle form of
a verb, NP 2 is the agent, and door is the marker of the
agent. The preposition door is a cognate of the English
through whose intrinsic function is to indicate path,
means and way. The Japanese students of Dutch gram-
mar followed the vocabulary of the kanbun style, and
assigned niyotte to door in the translation. Furthermore,
they made translations as consistent as possible with the
method of the kanbun style of that time, while their
translations of Dutch materials were at the same time
quite literal. It is through such literal translation that the
niyotte-passive was born. In other words, niyotte was
assigned to door whether the sentence including it con-
tained a passive or not, and when door occurred in a
passive sentence this mechanically resulted in marking
the agent with niyotre, an option which Japanese had
not had until then.

I investigated three word-for-word translations of
Garammachika, published in 1856 and 1857, and found
that the passive sentences with the agent marked by
door were translated by the niyotte-passive without ex-
ception. (6) is the original Dutch sentence and (7) is an
example of its literal translation.

(6) ..Er zijn echter eenige algemeene regelen en waamemingen'

hieromtrent door kundige Taalbeoefenaars voorgsteld,...

‘There are, however, some general rules and observations

proposed thereby by erudite linguists’

(Grammatica of Nedelduitsche Spraakkunsts : section32)
(7) Sokoni sikasinagara kokonimite takuminaru gogakusya-ni

yotte sadame-rare-taru

there however thereliy erudite linguists-by  establish-

PASSIVE-PERFCT

ichinino ippannaru kisoku-ya oyobi keiken-ga aru

some general rule-and  experience-NOM exist

(S6-yaku Garammachika, 1856)

As far as I know, this is the earliest example of
the niyotte-passive to be found.

Around the establishment of the Meiji govern-
ment in1868, replacing the Tokugawa Shogunate, the
zeal of Dutch studies dropped off all of a sudden, and
the interest was shifted to the learning of English,
French, German and Russian. The method of translation
and comprehension developed in the learning of Dutch,
however, was carried over to the study of English and
other languages. Although niyotte was not always used
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as a translation equivalent of English by, the by-passive
in literal translation is always translated as the niyotte-
passive.
(8a) is a passage from an English grammar text-
book used at the beginning of the Meiji Period, and (8
b) is its literal translation.
(8) a. Art. 95. The nominative case denotes the agent; as,
‘Mary loves her mother;’ ‘the earth is round.’
What is meant by the agent?
(Pinneo’s Primary Grammar of the English Lan-
guage for Beginners)
b. Syukaku-wa ddsya-o arawasu tatoeba Maarii-
wa kareno haha-o
nominative-TOP agent-ACC represent for.exam-
ple Mary-TOP her mother-ACC
aisu tikyG-wa maruku aru nani-ga  dousya-
niyotte arawas-aruru-ka
love earth-TOP round be what-NOM agent-by
represent-PASSIVE-INTERRG
(Pinneo-shi Genban Eibunten Chokuyaku, 1870)

5. Conclusion

In today’s presentation, I began by stating that
the trénslations of kanbun, and especially the kundoku
method, greatly influenced the Japanese letters, writing
system, vocabulary & usage, and writing style. Kanbun
brought writing into the Japanese language, introduced
numerous abstract concepts, and made possible the de-
velopment of logical thinking.

However, on the other hand, we can also add the
criticism that Japanese receive too much influence from
the kanbun kundoku sentences, to the extent that it
could not depart from this method, and resulted in
dragging overly complex words and writing system all
the way to modern times. The complexity of the Japa-
nese writing system acts as a disadvantage when deal-
ing with the digital age of information.

We also discussed the influence the translation
of western material had on modernization. However,
what became clear is that even in the case of translation
of western materials, the legacy of the kanbun kundoku
was carried over. One carry-over is the direct transla-
tion style of European sentences, in accordance with the
kundoku method. Another is the ability that kango
(Sino-Japanese words) has in creating new words,



which was used to take in the many concepts of the
West. Still another carry-over is the usage of katakana
to represent the loan words from the western languages.

When we look at it this way, we can perhaps be
a bit surprised at the fact that so much of what is vis-
ible in the Japanese language today was brought about
by translation. Perhaps in a way, this is a characteristic
of Japanese culture itself.
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